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EPISTLE DEDICATORY, 


To the Right Reverend and Reve- 
rend the Bench of Bis Hops, and 
the other Pious SUPPORTERs of the 

Church Militant here on Earth. 
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OUR late zealous Exertion 
againſt the Infidels, in pro- 
curing the Sunday Bill to be paſled, 
muſt have convinced them, that you 


are in earneſt, in your Attempts to 


propagate and : eſtabliſh our Holy 
Faith. An Act of Parliament is an 
excellent Engine for producing that 
Kind of Uniformity of Opinions, 
which conſiſts in holdingthe Tongue; 


and, however unfair it may be in 
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common Tranſactions to ſuppreſs 
the Arguments on one Side of any 
Queſtion, yet, in religious Matters, 
even the moſt cool and charitable 
muſt allow, that it is quite other- 
wiſe. When the Salvation of Men 
is concerned, every Means is juſti- 
fiable. What Right has a Man to 
complain, e by Virtue of an 
Act of Parliament, by Pains and Pe- 
nalties, he may be ſent to ae wen 
whether he will or no? It is c 

ing the Notion of Liberty too fir, 
to ſuppoſe, becauſe we are free-born 
Engliſhmen, that we may chuſe our 
own Faith, and go to Heaven our 
own Way! What would become of 
the right reverend and reverend 
Turnpike Men, if People were per- 
mitted to avoid the ſtrait Gate, and 


go to their Journey's End, without 


paying 4 


F er are ſo ſenſible of this, 
and the Priefts of other Countries 


are ſo tenacious of their Rights of 


direct- 


I. 1! 
directing the Intellects of the Peo- 
ple, tha they have invented and de- 
poſited in the inner Chambers of the 
holy Inquiſition, a Number of moſt 
ingenious Machines, which, by Means 
of Whips, Cords, Pullies, Screws, 
Wheels, Iron Crows, red-hot Pin- 
cers, and the like, are found to be 
extremely ſerviceable in twiſting and 
warping Opinions to any ſettled Mo- 
dels Government may require. Not- 
withſtanding your Lordſhips Readi- 
neſs *, to oppoſe Error of every 
6 Kind by Argument and Perſua- 
« fion,” it happens unfortunately 
for us, that theſe mechanical and 
perſuaſive Arguments are unknown 
in Britain. Inſtead of that moſt 
ſtrong and logical Argument, called 
the Torture, we are obliged to adopt 
plain Reaſon; or, at moſt, I 
that fails us, the Pillory. But, 

18 to be hoped, that the happy Time 
is not far off, when the Prieſts of 


* Vide Addreſs of the Convocation preſented to his 
Ka the 17th of Nævember, 1780. 
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tradicting themſelves, by “ diſavow- 


by declaring them “ unworthy of a 
% Reply;” and the Biſhop of St. 


impiouſly affirm at preſent. But, 


arrived, we muſt be contented, in 


I 
Britain may be able to argue witli 
as much Force as the ſpiritual Di- 
rectors of other Countries; when 
the Clergy may approach the Throne, 
and avow their Readineſs to ſtop 
the Mouths of Men, without being 
under the ſhameful Neceſſity of con- 


« ing all Violence in the Cauſe of 
« Religion *.” 


In thoſe better Days, the Lord 
Biſhop of C——— may overthrow 
the Arguments of an Infidel Peer, 


D—— may confirm the Defeat, by 
affirming, that the Arguments of 
Unbelievers © deſerve no Anſwer :” 

for every one will then ſay, that 
they © would not” anſwer them, 
not that they could not,” as they 


as thoſe glorious Times are not yet 


* Vide the ſame Addreſs, 
the 


9 


L vu! 
the mean while, to proceed in the 
old Method of Reaſoning, upon 
even Ground with our Adverſaries. 
The weak, though zealous, Chriſ- 
tian, who has the Honour to ad- 
dreſs your Lordſhips on the preſent 
Occaſion, has preſumed to lay before 
you a few of the Doubts of the In- 
fidels; he hopes you will anſwer 
them. He is happy in reflecting, 
that the late Act of Parliament for- 
bids them to ſpeak; but his Satiſ- 
faction is infinitely greater, when 
he aſſures himſelf, that your Lord- 
ſhips Anſwer will make themaſhamed 
even to write, | 


Thus fervently prays, 
Your Lordſhips 
Unworthy Co-operator, 
cars th Tas: AUTHOR. 
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OW can the Attributes of 
God be vindicated, in having 
performed ſo great a Number 
of Miracles, for a long Succeſſion of 
very diſtant Ages, and ſo few in latter 
Times? If they were performed for the 
Inſtruction of thoſe Times only, are 
they not equally neceflary at preſent 
for us; or, if thoſe ancient Miracles 
were intended likewiſe for our Inſtruc- 
tion, are they adequate to the Purpoſe? 


1. 


Can God, who gave us Reaſon, act in- 
conſiſtentiy with its Dictates; and is it 


B rational 


1 
rational to demand our Belief of Things 
which are in their own Nature far re- 
moved from common Belief, and re- 
quire ſomething more than the uſual 
Teſtimony of Hiſtory for their Sup- 
port? When Livy affirms, that the 
Gauls conſpired againſt Hannibal, we 
admit and believe the Fact; but when 
in the ſame Chapter he ſpeaks of Shields 
ſweating Blood, of its raining hot 
Stones at Arpi, and the like, we juſt- 
ly reject and diſbelieve the improbable 
Aſſertions; neither is any Credit given 
to the Account of the wonderful Me- 
thod of curing Diſeaſes by the Touch, 
ſaid to be poſſeſſed by + Mr. Greatrix, 
though we find it in the Ph:/oſophical 
Tranſactions. The. Miracles of the 
Old Teſtament were all performed in 
thoſe Ages of which we have no cre- 
dible Hiſtory ; what Reply then can be 


* T. Livii, lib. xxii. cap. 1. us | 

+ Lowthorp's Abridgment, vol. iii. p. 11. Greatrix 
publiſhed a Pamphlet, to which the Atteſtations of 
Boyle, Wilkins, Cudworth, and many other great Men 
were afhxed. Vide Life of St. Evremont, printed with 
his Works in Engliſh, 3 vols. 8vo. 


made 
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made to thoſe who affirm, that Mira- 
cles have always been confined to the 
early and fabulous Times ; that all Na- 
tions have had them, but that they 
diſappeared, in Proportion as Men be- 
came enlightened and capable of diſ- 
covering Impoſture ? 


2. Suppoſe a Book to be publiſhed, 
containing Aſſertions of hiſtorical Facts 
long paſt, which had no collateral Teſ- 
timony of other Authors; ſuppoſe thoſe 
Facts in general to be improbable and 
incredible; . ſuppoſe the Book to be 
anonymous, or, which 1s worſe, uſher- 
ed into the World under the Name of 
a Perſon who, from the internal Evi- 
dence of the Thing, could not have 
written it; can it be imagined, that 
ſuch a Book would find Credit among 
People, who have the leaſt Pretenſions 
to Reaſon ? Which then is the readieſt 
Way of confuting the Enemies of our 
Holy Religion, who do not ſcruple to 
affirm, that many Books of canonical 
Scripture are in this Predicament ? 

B 2 They 
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They obſerve, that the Books of the 


Pentateuch bear many Marks of an Au- 


thor poſterior to Mo/es ; that the Book. 


of * Numbers quotes the Book of the 
Wars of the Lord, which as firſt writ- 
ten, was moſt probably the Book which 
Moſes wrote; that Moſes could not 
have written the Account of his own 


Death and Burial in + Dewteronomy, 


which nevertheleſs has no Mark to diſ- 
tinguiſh it from the reſt of the Book. 
And ſuppoſing theſe and other Objec- 
tions of the like Nature to be removed, 
what muſt we ſay in Reply to their 
Remark, that the Scripture, which we 
believe to be dictated by the Infpira- 
tion of the unerring God, is frequent- 
ly I contradictory with regard to Facts, 
and very often repreſents the all-wiſe, 
Creator & as angry, repenting, unjuſt, 
arbitrary, &c. and that conſequently 
we muſt either give up that Depen- 
dence, which we naturally place on 


* Numb. xxi. 14. + Deut. xxxiv. t Vide 
infra. $ Geneſis yi, 6, 7. Exod. vii. 3. 
41. 9, 10. 1 Sam. XV, 3Jo 

his 
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his Goodneſs and Rectitude, or reject 
thoſe Writings which repreſent him as 
a Demon. Does not your Lordſhips 
apprehend, that for want of better Ar- 
guments, we ſhall be under the Neceſ- 
ſity. of recurring to the Argumentum 
Pillorii, or of adopting ſome of thoſe 
gentle Methods which were uſed for 
the Converſion of Heretics in the pious 
Reign of Queen Mary ? 


3. Is the Account of the Creation 
and Fall of Man, in the Book of Ge- 
neſis, phyſical or allegorical ? Did God 
create Light before the Sun? How 
could he divide the Light from Dark- 
neſs, ſince Darkneſs 1s nothing but the 
mere Privation of Light? How could 
Time be divided into Days, before the 
Creation of the Sun, ſince a Day is the 
Time between Sun-riſe and Sun-riſe ? 
How could the Firmament be created, 
ſince there is no Firmament, and the 
falſe Notion of its Exiſtence, is no 
more than an Imagination of the an- 
cient Grecians, 


4. The 
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4. The Scriptures were certainly 
written for the Purpoſe of being un- 
derſtood, or for no Purpoſe at all. A 
Myſtery, that is to ſay, an Aſſertion or 
Theorem which the human Under- 
ſtanding is incapable of comprehend- 
ing, muſt likewiſe be inexpreſſible in 


human Speech; we cannot therefore 


avail ourſelves of the ſhort and ele- 
gant Method of clearing and elucidat- 
ing difficult Parts of Scripture, by the 
Uſe of the Word Myſtery; but how 
fall we, without this happy Reſource, 
explain the Buſineſs of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, of a 
ſpeaking Serpent, and of a Tree of 


Life which God was abliged to guard 


by Cherubim and a flaming Sword, 
leſt Man ſhould eat of the Fruit and 
become immortal? 


5. The Serpent was afflicted with 
the Curſe of going upon his Belly. The 
Scoffers ſeem to think it no Curſe at all; 
for as they take it for granted that he 


went upon his Back betore this untor- 
tunate 


— 
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tunate Tranſaction, they apprehend” it 
was' doing him a ſingular Piece of Ser- 
vice to reverſe him, the latter Poſition 
being evidently the moſt convenient. 
They alſo take Notice, that no Animal 
can ſubſiſt upon Duſt, and that, what- 
ever the individual Serpent in queſtion 
might have done, the Serpents of mo- 
dern Times are ſo profane, that they 
univerſally reject ſo dry a Food, and by 
a ſecond Act of Impiety emancipate 
themſelves from the Qonſequaaces of 
the firſt. 


6. The Account of the Flood is 
very. embarraſſing. It is deſcribed-as 
the Effects of natural Agents in the 
Hands of God: It rained ; no mention, 
1s made of Waters created for the Pur- 
poſe. The Deluge was univerſal :' All 
the high Hills, that were under the 
whole Heaven were covered *; and it 
ceaſed, not by the Annihilation of the 
Waters, but they were. evaporated by 
a Wind. Now from whence came the 


* Gen. vi, vii, viii. 


Water ? 


EF 3 
Water? The Weight of the whole At- 
moſphere, with all its Vapours, is equal 
to no more than a hollow Sphere of 
three or four and thirty Feet Thick- 
neſs, environing the whole Globe, and, 
| conſequently, the whole of its Con- 
| tents, if condenſed into Water, could- 
li not deluge the Earth to the Height of 
. an ordinary Houſe. It is to no Pur- 
f | poſe to break open the Fountains of 
i the Abyſs or great Deep, if any ſuch 


k Fountains there are; for Gravity would 
| prevent the Waters from iſſuing out; 
I neither can we eaſily perſuade Infidels, 
that the Windows of Heaven were 
opened, while they know it has no 
Windows ; ſo that we have but three 
Or four and thirty Feet of Water to de- 
luge the higheſt Mountains, ſome of 
which are more than fifteen thouſand 
Feet high. 
i 
i 


7. The Weak in Faith find them- 
| ſelves equally at a Loſs reſpecting - the 
i Ark. It ſeems ſtrange to them, that 
ſo vaſt an Aſſemblage of Animals, could 
5 | 3 


EP J 
be incloſed in an Ark or Cheſt, which 
had but one Window, (which Window 
was kept ſhut for more than five 
Months) without being ſtifled for Want 
of Air: It appears equally remarkable, 
that Voah and his three Sons could 
unſtow and ſerve out the duly Allow- 
ance of Proviſions and Water to the 
Paſſengers; and if their Wives were 
ſuppoſed to help them, the Work to 
be done is ſtill prodigious. The Lions, 
and other carnivorous Animals, muſt 
have lived on Salt Proviſions ; which, 
no doubt, they were glad of, as ſea- 
faring People are not very nice, eſpe- 
cially in long Voyages. 


8. If God ſet his Bow in the Cloud, 


as a Token of his Covenant with Mñan- 


kind after the Flood ; ought we not to 
conclude, that he, at that Time, eſta- 
bliſhed the Law of the various Refran- 
gibility and Reflexibility of the Rays of 
Light; and conſequently, that before 
the Flood, many optical Experiments 
which are common with us, would not 

C then 
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then have ſucceded? For Example, a 
Man could not have made a Rainbow 
by ſpouting Water out of his Mouth ; 
Mr. Dollond's achromatic Teleſcopes 


would have then been no better than 


common ones 3 natural Bodies nauſt 
have appeared all of one Colour, 


&c. Se. 


g. What Anſwer muſt we give to 
thoſe who are inchned to deny, that 
an all-powerful and juſt God could 
make uſe of the moſt unjuſtifiable 
Means to attain his great Purpoſe of 
aggrandizing the Poſterity of Abra- 


bam. Could this benevolent and juſt 


Being, approve of the ungenerous Ad- 
vantage which Jacob took over his 
faint and hungry Brother ? Could this 


omnipotent and upright Spirit, adopt 


no Method of diſtinguiſhing his fa- 
vourite Jacob, but that of Fraud and 
Lies, by which he deprived the ſame 
unſuſpecting Brother of his Father's 
Bleſſing? Or, in ſhort, how ſhall we 
juſtify God for the continual Diſtinc- 

tion 


AS: e e 
tion and Favour he is ſaid to have be- 
ſtowed on a People, who from their 
own Annals appear to have been unpa- 
ralleled for * Cruelty, In gratitude, 
n Se 


10. When the Unbelievers affirm, 
that a juſt God could not puniſh Pha- 
rab for an Hardneſs of Heart, of 
which he + himſelf (God) was evi- 
dently the Cauſe, we uſually anſwer, 
that the Potter has Power over the 
Clay, to faſhion- it as he liſts; but 
when, in Reply, they take Notice, that, 
if the Clay in the Hands of the Potter 
were capable of Happineſs or Miſery, 
according to the Faſhion impreſſed on 
it, the Potter muſt be malevolent and 
cruel, who can give the Preference to 
inflicting Pain inſtead of Happineſs, 
then we are obliged to be filent, in 
Hopes, that your Lordſhips will con- 
deſcend to ſupply us with better Ar- 


® See the Acts of Foſbua; alſo 1 Sam. xv. &c, 
+ Exod. vii, 3 4.—Xi. , 10. 
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guments than any we are acquainted 
with at preſent. 


11. Miracles muſt have been very 
common in Ez yp:, ſince there was a 
Body of People, whoſe Trade it was 
to work them. When Aaron's Rod 
was turned into a * Serpent, Pharaoh 
inſtead of being ſurprized at it, as an 
unuſual Phenomenon, ſends for his 
Magicians, who immediately pertorm 
the like with their Rods. Your Lord- 
ſhips owe us ſome little Explanation 
concerning this Buſineſs ; We know it 
is our Duty to believe, that Aarons 
Miracle was performed by the Power 
of God, but are at a Loſs to diſcover 
by what Power the Magicians 3 
ed theirs. 


12. 1 When Aaron turned the Wa- 
ters of Eę ypt into Blood, their Streams, 
their Rivers, their Ponds, and all their 
Pools, together with all the Water 
throughout the Land of Egypt, whe- 

* Exod. vii. 10. 1 Erod. vii. 19, &c. 

ther 


1 23 1 

W in Veſſels of Wood, or Veſſels of 
Stone, the Magicians of Egypt did ſo 
likewiſe with their Enchantments. 
Here again our Adverſaries, who, un- 
fortunately, have more Curioſity than 
Faith, take the Liberty to enquire, 
where the Magicians found Water to 
practiſe their Art upon, ſince Aaron 
had already turned it all into Blood ? 


13. Pharaoh {till continning in- 
flexible, though ſucceſſively expoſed 
to the Plagues of * Frogs, Lice, and 
Flies; his + Cattle, namely, the Horſes, 
the Aſſes, the Camels, the Oxen, and 
the Sheep, were afflicted with a very 
grievous Murrain, and ALL the Cattle of 
Egypt died, except thoſe of the Chil- 
dren of I/rael. This producing no 
good Effect with Pharaoh, the whole 
Nation of Eg yþ7ians were plagued with 
} Boils and Blains ; notwithſtanding 
which, Pharaoh's Heart continued as 
hard as ever $, Moſes was therefore 


* Exod, viii, + Exod. ix. 3, 5. 1 Exod. ix, 
8, Ce. $ Exod. ix. 13, * 
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1 
ſent early in the Morning, to adviſe 
Pha raab to ſend for his Cattle, and 
all that he had in the Field, and ſhel- 
ter them againſt a terrible Hail Storm, 
the Approach of which he predicted. 
They, among Pharaob's Servants, who 
feared the Word of the Lord, ſaved 
their Cattle and Servants, by removing 
them into Houſes; for the next Day 
came on a Storm of Thunder, Light- 
ning, and Hail, which broke the Trees, 
deftroyed the Herbage, and killed eve- 
ry living Creature that was in the Field, 
excepting only that in the Land of 
Goſhen, where the Children of 1/rae/ 
were, there was no Hail. Divine 
Truths are ſo different from thoſe which 
carnal Minds are uſed to contemplate, 
that it muſt be very difficult, by the 
Force of mere human Reaſon, to per- 
ſuade Mankind in general, that Pha- 
raoh's Cattle were in any great Danger 


from the Hail Storm, ſince they were 


all previoufly dead by the Murrain ; 
and ſome People are ſo ſtupid, that 
they think killing them a ſecond Time 


was 


; 38 3 
was no Puniſhment at all. There are 
not wanting ſome among the preſent 
perverſe Generation, who are at a Loſs 
to conceive. how thoſe of Pharaoh's 
Servants, who feared the Word of the 
Lord, could make their Cattle flee into 
Houſes, ſince they pretend to main- 
tain, that Cattle already dead, whe- 
ther by the Murrain or otherwiſe, are 
incapable of fleeing. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe People are ſo obviouſly in the 
wrong, yet we, depend upon your 
Lordſhips, that you will expoſe their 
Errors in more glaring Colours than 
any in which they have yet appeared. 


14. Some weak Believers are in 
doubt, whether ſo mean, ſo ungene- 
rous, and fo diſhoneſt an Act, as bor- 
rowing the Jewels of the Zg yptians, 
without any Intention of returning 
them, did not rather originate in that 
Diſpoſition, which characterizes the 
Jews to this Day, than in the Command 
of the juſt God, who certainly could 

* Exod. xi. 
need 
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1 
need no ſuch Tricks to accompliſh his 
Intentions. 


15. The Plague of Hail being ſuc- 
ceeded by Locuſts, thick Darkneſs and 
the Death of all the Firſt-born of 


Egypt, Cattle included, Pharaoh at 


length permitted the 1/rae/ites to de- 
part; but afterwards repenting, he went 
in * Purſuit of them, with fix hun- 
dred Chariots, and all the Horſes and 
Chariots of Pharash, and his Horſe- 
men, and his Army, and overtook them 
by the Sea, near Baal-Zephon. The 
Red SHea was parted in two to afford 
a Paſſage for the 1/rae/ites, the Eg yp- 
tians followed them, and were puniſh- 
ed for their Raſhneſs by the Return of 
the Waters, which ſwallowed them up. 

Here again our petulant and unſatisfied 


Oppoſers demand, how Pharaoh could 


purſue with Chariots and Horſemen, 
ſince his Horſes were all flain twice 
over; once by the Murrain, and once 
by the Hail? Not to mention, that the 
* Exod. xiv. 
: Firſt- 
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Firſt-born of Cattle were ſlain even a 
third Time. They likewiſe add, that 
Egypt, which, to facilitate the Diſper- 
ſion of the Waters of the overflowing 
Mile, is interſected by numberleſs Ca- 
nals, muſt have always been a very im- 
proper Country either for Carey's or 
Chariots. - 


16. * God came to Balaam at 
“Night, and ſaid unto him, If the Men 
«© come to call thee, riſe up and go 
« with . them.” Balaam accordingly 
roſe up, ſaddled his Aſs, and went with 
the Princes of Moab. © But God's 
“Anger was kindled becauſe he went,” 
inſomuch that he ſent an Angel to op- 
poſe him, who would certainly have 
Hain him, if the Aſs he rode on had 
not exhibited a Specimen of Penetra- 
tion and Prudence, of which the Aſſes 
of modern Times ſeem to be entirely 
diveſted. The Infidels here inſiſt, that 
it is better to reject the whole Story, 
than to believe, that the Supreme Be- 

* Numb. xxii. 20, &c. 
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3 M g could be an gry with Balaam, mere- 


ly becauſe he obeyed his Commands; 
but the true Believers, the Sons of hb 
Church, who think there would be no 
Exerciſe for our Faith, if we were re- 


quired to admit nothing but what can 

be ſupported by Argument, are not at - 
all concerned at this Difhculty : 
more improbable the Doctrine, 
greater muſt be the Merit in believ- 


ing. 


The 
the 


f 17. 25 ce The Lord was with Fudah, 
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and he drove out the Inhabitants of 
« the Mountain; but could not drive 
out the Inhabitants of the Valley, 
becauſe they had Chariots of Iron.” 
It is difficult to aonceive, how the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, who had ſo of- 
ten changed the Order, and ſuſpended 
the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature in Fa- 
vour of his People the Jews, could 
not ſucceed againſt the Inhabitants of 
a Valley, becauſe they had Chariots of 
-lron ! Or ought we not rather to infer, 


Judges i. 19. 


that 


} 


I \ 
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mat the Book in which this Paſſage 18 
found, has nothing of divine Inſpira- 
tion in it, but was written by one of 
the Fews, who conſidered the God of 
1/ſrael their Protector as a local Divi- 
nity; who was in ſome Inſtances more, 
and in others leſs powerful, than the 
Gods of their Enemies. Thus David, 
in many Places, compares the Lord 
with other Gods: * The Lord is a 
« great God, and a great King above 
all Gods, &c.” And Jephiba fays to 
the King of the Children of Ammon, 
1 * Wilt thou not poſſeſs that which 
& Chemoſh thy God giveth thee to poſ- 
„ ſeſs? So whomſoever the Lord our 
4 God ſhall drive out from before wh 
e them will we poſſeſs,” 


18. How unjuſtly are the Spani- 
ards ſtigmatized for the Zeal they ex- 
Hibited, in converting the Natives of 
Peru a d Mexico to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion! It is true, they ripped up 


* Pſalm xcv. 3. XCVil. 9. + Judges xi. 24. 
+ See Marmontel's Preface t to the Rog and the Au- 
thors there cited. 
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ly becauſe he . obeyed his Commands; 
but the true Believers, the Sons of the 
Church, who think there would be no 
Exerciſe for our Faith, if we were re- 
quired to admit nothing but what can 
be ſupported by Argument, are not at - 
all concerned at this Difficulty : The 
more improbable the Doctrine, the 
greater muſt be the Merit in believ- 
ing. | 


17. # «© The Lord was with Zudah, 
& and he drove out the Inhabitants of 
« the Mountain; but could not drive 
« out the Inhabitants of the Valley, 
« becauſe they had Chariots of Iron.” 
It is difficult to aonceive, how the Lord 


f Heaven and Earth, who had ſo of- 


ten changed the Order, and ſuſpended 

the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature in Fa- 

vour of his People the Jews, could 

not ſucceed againſt the Inhabitants of 

a Valley, becauſe they had Chariots of 

Iron! Or ought we not rather to infer, 
Judges i. 19, 
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mat the Book in Ei this paſſage „ 


found, has nothing of divine Inſpira- 
tion in it, but was written by one of 
the Jews, who conſidered the God of 
1/rael their Protector as a local Divi- 
nity; who was in ſome Inſtances more, 
and in others leſs powerful, than the 
Gods of their Enemies. Thus David, 
in many Places, compares the Lord 
with other Gods: „ The Lord is a 
« great God, and a great King above 
« all Gods, & c.“ And Fephtha ſays to 
the King of the Children of Ammon, 
1 * Wilt thou not poſſeſs that which 
& Cbemoſb thy God giveth thee to poſ- 
“ ſeſs? So whomſoever the Lord our 
« God ſhall drive out from before us, 
e them will we poſſeſs,” 


18. How unjuſtly are the Spani- 
ards ſtigmatized for the Zeal they ex- 
Hibited, in converting the Natives of 
Peru a d Mexico to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion! It is true, they ripped up 


»pfalm xcv. 3. XCVIl. 9. + Judges xi. 24. 
+ See Marmontel's r to o the 4 oe the Au- 
thors there cited, 
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Women with Child, daſhed Infants to 
Pieces againſt the Rocks, and broiled 
Men to Death with flow Fires; but as 
their pious Intention was purely that of 
delivering theſe uninſtructed and igno- 
rant People from the more horrible 
Pains of Futurity, the. truly compaſ- 
ſionate cannot but approve their Con- 
duct. How can we enough admire the 
mild and humane Tranſaction of hang- 
ing up thirteen Indians in Honour of 
Chriſt and the twelve Apoſtles ! 
While the reſt of the World admired 
the Greeks and Romans, they* wiſely 
aſſumed the Heroes of ſacred Story, as 
Models for their Imitation! Poor Las 
Caſas | his weak and effeminate Heart 
bled at the Scene of Miſery! He 
wanted Zeal to join in the pious Work, 
and even wiſhed to leave the Indians in 
Poſſeſſion of certain imaginary Bleſ- 
ſings, which he pretended to call & the 
“ Rights of Humanity!“ but the holy 
Ardour of his Aſſociates fruſtrated . his 
1mpious Attempts; he could do no 
more than write, yet his Writings, ſo 
far 
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far from producing the Effect he in- 
' tended, only ſerve to increaſe our Ad- 
miration of thoſe great Characters he 
meant to ſtigmatize. If the Compa- 
riſon might be allowed, we may affirm, 
that the Spaniards were inferior to the 
| in this only Cireumſtanee, that 
they had a Las Ca/as among them. 
The 7ews were obdurate to a Man, and 
hardened with holy Cruelty: We hear 
of no Tergiverſation when Jericho was 
to be deſtroyed: * Man and Woman, 
young and old, Ox, Sheep, and Aſs, 
« were put to the Edge of the Sword.” 
What a philoſophical Commandover the 
tender Paſſions muſt Joſbua have ac- 
quired, to have enabled him to + ſmite 
with the Sword, and utterly deftroy the 
Inhabitants of Ai, Libnah, Lachiſh, 
Hebron, Debir, &c. &c. &c. eſpeci- 
ally Jas the Hardneſs of their Hearts 
was no Fault of theirs, but proceeded 
from the Lord! How truly great, 
how far above the common Weakneſs 
of Humanity, appears the Man after 
„ Joſhua vi. 21. + Joſhuax, 4 Joſhua xi. 20. 
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19 
God's own Heart, at the taking of the 
City of Rabbah! © He brought 
« forth the People that were therein, 
& and put them under Saws, and under 
« Harrows of Iron, and under Axes of 
& Iron, and made them paſs through 
& the Brick-Kiln !” O ye greatly in- 
exorable Heroes! ye Jews! ye Spani- 


ards ye firm and zealous of ancient 


and of modern Times, if any ſuch ex- 
iſt ! pity the Wretch who admires your 
Virtues, - but whoſe Pen trembles, and 
whoſe Eye overflows, at the Recital of 


your Deeds! And thou, O mighty and 


benevolent Power, forgive the Heart, 
that, fhocked at the Tortures inflicted 
on thy Creatures, is unwilling to ac- 
knowledge thee as the Author of 


them ! 


19. The moſt rational Men reject 
the Science of Magic or Witchcraft, as 
a filly Impoſition on the Credulity of 
Mankind ; but we Believers, who have 
nothing to do with Reaſon, but are 


* 2 Sam. xii. 29, 31. 


guided 
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guided by the indefinable Faculty call- 
ed Faith, are perfectly ready to admit 
it, and deplore the Infidelity of that 
Parliament, which repealed the Acts 
by which ſo many of that Profefſion 
loſt their Lives. * The Witch of Eu- 
dor, and the Jewiſh Law, both prove 
by divine Argument, the Exiſtence of 
ſuch Profeſſors, though like Miracles, 
they have now ceaſed to appear. But, 
notwithſtanding this, we ſhould be 
glad of an Argument or two from you 
our ſpiritual Directors, which might 
_ eftabliſh this important Point of Doc- 
trine, as well in the Minds of reaſon- 
able Men, as in the Minds of Men, 
who by Means of the additional Facul- 
ty Faith, are above Reaſon. 


20. + In the laſt Battle of Saul with 
the Phili/tines near Gilboa, Saul being 
wounded, requeſted his Armour-Bearer 
to draw his Sword, and run him thro, 
but his Armour-Bearer would not; 
therefore Sau! took a Sword and fell 


* 1 Sam. xxviii. + 1 Sam. xxxi. 


upon 
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, ſaw that Saul was dead, he fell likewiſe 
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upon his Sword, and died with him. 
* David was at this Time returned 
from the Purſuit of the Amalakites, 
when on the third Day after Saul s Death, 
a young Man came out of the Camp 
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| from Saul with his Clothes rent, and 
| Earth upon his Head. He brought the 
| News of Saul's Death, the Circum- | 
| ſtances of which, upon David's En- 


quiry, he reported to be, that coming 
by Chance upon Mount Gilboa, he be- 
held that Saul leaned on his Spear, and 
that the Chariots and Horſemen follow- 
ed hard after him. Saul looking be- 
hind him called the young Man, and 
requeſted him to ſlay him: So I ſtood 
upon him, ſaid the young Man, and 
Mew him, becauſe I was ſure he could 
nl not live after he was fallen; and I took 
i | the Crown that was on his Head, and 
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T 
i have brought them hither unto my 


Lord. David rewarded the miſtaken 


* 2 Sam. i. 
Com- 


? As. * * . *” , * | 


Ly 
Compaſſion of this young Man, by com- 
manding him to, be put to Death. 


| ls do our Adverſaries, the Infidels, 
exclaim againſt the Barbarity of David, 
when, they read this melancholy little 
| Hiſtory ! What! day. they, is this the 
mild, the merciful David Is this the 
Man after God's on Heart! Is he not 
rather the Tyrant! The inhuman De- 
ſpot! What Effort of holy Zeal could 
ſtimulate him to murder the youn 8 
Man, who had performed the laſt Of- 
fices of Humanity to Saul; who in the 
Agonies of Death, had himſelf beſought 
him to put an End to his lingering Miſe- 
ries? Why Should this Ruffian embrue 
his Hands in the Blood of the Vouth, 
who ſuppoſed he had done a charitable 
Office to the deſerted and expiring Mo- 
narch, whom this David pretended to 
lament, and wha at the ſame Time 
gave ſuch endearing Proofs of Loyalty 
to him himſelf, by preſenting him with 


the-regal Ornaments ? « | 
E 68 
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None but Infidels, it is true, would 
utter Impieties like the above; but, 
alas, the Infidels of our Days have be- 
come formidable to the true Believers, 
by an Attention to Morality, and the 
i mild and gentle Offices of Pity, and 
i by warning their Fellow-Citizens to 
Wil avoid and deteſt the Cruelties of reli- 
| gious Perſecution : How egregiouſly 
they miſtake ! Your Lordſhips will rec- 
tify their Notions, it is to be hoped, 
in theſe as well as other Reſpects. 


They have an Argument ſtill more | 
formidable againſt the Trath of the 
foregoing Accounts, concerning the 
Death of Saul, which is, that they 
are ſo very different, that one of them 
muſt be falſe. To this we can only 
anſwer, as it becomes the Faithful in 
all fuch Caſes of ſeeming Contradic- 
tion; namely, that they were both 
Written by the Pen of Inſpiration, con- 

J Tequently muſt both be'true, however 
contradictory or abſurd they may ſeem 
to mere human Reaſon. 


21. 


19 
21. * David commanded, that the 
Children of Judab ſhould be taught 
the Uſe of the Bow: Behold, it is 
written/in the Book of Jaſber. Ma- 
ny Difficulties ariſe here about the Book 
of Jaſber. It was extant previous to 
the writing the Book of + Joſbua, the 
Author of that Book quoting” it, and 
by the foregoing Text it appears, it 
was not finiſhed till after the Acceſſion 
of David to the Throne of 1/rael. 
Now, if Joſbua wrote the Account 
of his own Tranſactions, as is gene- 
rally believed, the Author of Jaſber 
muſt have lived upwards of four hun- 
.dred Years; and if the Book of Jo- 
ſpua was not written till after the Time 
of David, and by an unknown Au- 
thor, the Infidels will affirm, that it 
comes under the Deſcription which is 
at the Beginning of the ſecond of 


theſe Queſtions. And the Misfortune 


is, we do not know how to confute 
them, but we hope your Lordſhips 
will eaſily remove this among other 


* Sam. i, 18, + Joſh. x. 13. 
E 2 Diffi 


1 


Difficulties, now your long dormant 


Zeal is at length awakened. Our Ene- 
mies have reproached us with the Ex- 
amples of the primitive Church; they 
obſerve, that the Prieſts were then poor 


and indefatigable, but are now pam- 


i 


pered and lazy. Fat Benefices and 
lordly Biſhoprics, they ſay, cauſe a to- 
tal Eclipſe of the Light of Religion, 
by obtruding their opake Subſtances 
between the Eye of the Prieſt and the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But, alas, how 
palpably they miſtake! The ancient 
Prieſts were ignorant of their Buſi- 
neſs; they deſpiſed Riches becauſe 
they knew no better, or perhaps be- 
cauſe they could not get them. But 
how -are the Underſtandings of Men 
enlightened! how great the Wiſdom 
of modern Times! how are the Sci- 
ences improved! Has it not been for 
many Centuries diſcovered, that Pain 
and Mortification are fit Companions 


for the Devil, and therefore totally 


improper for Saints? Can a poor 
NE inured to Penury and the 
Scourge, 
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Scourge, be ſuddenly reconciled to Hap 
pineſs and Heaven? Inſtead of enjoy- 
ing the Manna of the promiſed Eand, 
would he not be preſcribing hHimſelf a 
Faſt; and when it became him to ſleep 
recumbent on his Couch of Bleſſed- 
neſs, would he not envy the Damned 
their Whips and Scorpions? So diffi- 
cult it is to eradicate long confirmed 
Habits. But wherefore dwell on ſo 
unprofitable a Subject? The Wiſdom 
of our Divines has taught them to 
avoid ſuch Abſurdities, to deteſt ſuch 
Errors. They will not loſe their Re- 
liſh for Pleaſure, for want of Prac- 
tice, | 


22. David, * by the Inſtigation 
& of the Lord,” numbered the People 
of 1/rael and Fudab; but afterwards, 
being probably ignorant by whoſe In- 
ſtigation he had acted, he repented of 
the Deed. This Repentance did not 
excuſe him in the Sight of the Lord, 
who offered him to chuſe either“ ſe- 


2 Sam. xxiv. 
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cc ven Years? Famine, three Months 
Defeat before his Enemies, or three 


Days Peſtilence. David choſe the 
latter, and ſeventy thouſand Men died. 
This memorable Event has not eſcaped 
the inſpired * Penman of the Book of 
Chronicles, who affirms, «© That Sa- 
cc tan ſtood up againſt 1/rae/, and pro- 
« voked David to number them ;” 
but God was diſpleaſed with this Thing, 
and therefore ſmote Iſrael. David 


repenting, was offered from God his 


Choice, either “ three Years” Famine, 
three Months Deſtruction before his 
Enemies, or three Days Peſtilence; the 
latter of which he choſe, and there 
died of Iſrael ſeventy thouſand Men. 
Our too curious and inquifitive Op- 


poſers, who are unwilling to believe + 
„ cunningly deviſed Fables,” enquire 
how it could be a Crime in David to 


number the People, eſpecially as it 


"was by the Inſtigation of the Lord? 
_ ,They beg to be informed, whether 
the Lord,” and “ Satan,” be one and 


* 1 Chron. xxi. + 2 Pet, i, 16, 


, | the 
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the ſame Perſon; and if not, which of 
the two was the Inſtigator of this un- 
happy Buſineſs, and likewiſe which of 
the two “ infallible” and “ mfpired,” 
Writers tells the Lie? Laſtly, they 
cannot conceive how the ſeven Years 
Famine in the Book of Samuel is 
dwindled into three in the Chronicles ? 
'To all theſe Queſtions we anſwer, that 
it was ſufficient to make this Action of 
David's criminal, that the Lord dif- 
liked it after it was done; and as to its 
being done by his Inſtigation, we muſt 
"obſerve, that it is no uncommon Thing 
for the Lord to be angry with his Ser- 
vants for obeying his Commands. 
The Inftance of Balaam is a Caſe in 
Point. Hence we infer that, in the 
Commands of the Lord, there is al- 
ways a Clauſe implied or underſtood, 
which leaves it to the Diſcretion of the 
Faithful to act as they think proper. 
It is true, that this Poſition leads im- 
mediately to the Doctrines of the Je- 
hg which have been ſo univerſally 


* Qu. xvi. 
abhorred : 
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abhorred: But why need we regard 


the Abhorrence of the World, while 
we are convinced that our Tenets are 
ſcriptural ? With regard to the Affair 


of Satan and the Lord, we leave it to 


your Lordſhips M anagement; but can- 
not help obſerving with Deriſion, the 
Futility of the Objection reſpecting the 
three and ſeven Vears Famine. They 
have little Skill in divine Arithmetic, 
if this affords them any Embarraſſ- 
ment: They know nothing of the ſub- 


lime Logic by which Divines prove 


three to be one, and one to. be three. 


For Example, if it were affirmed that 


Worth is a Lord, Sandwich is a Lord, 
and Germain is a Lord; and yet they 
are not three Lords but one Lord, this 
would be termed abſolute and ridicu- 
Jous Nonſenſe, notwithſtanding their 

cloſe miniſterial Union. But in holy 
Matters it is quite * otherwiſe, as 


might N be elucidated by Inſtances 


gee an excellent Specimen of chis f. in the Creed 
commonly aſcfibed to St. Athanaſiun. 


too 


L Bs 1 
too ſacred to be commented 9 
oy e N. ener, Individuat.” { 


24. Atiocher Inftarice of the — 
fection of the Art of Arithmetic; as it 
is erroneouſly taught in our Schools, 
appears in its affording no Rule by 
which the two Genealogies of Jeſus 
Chriſt may be reconciled to each other. 
Matthew reckons twenty- ſeven Gene- 
rations from David to Chriſt: Lule 
reckons forty-two; and the Names to- 
tally diſagree. Matthew traces the 
Deſcent from Solomon, and Luke from 
Nathan, both Sons of David. Ac- 
cording to our feeble Notions, twenty- 
ſeven cannot be equal to forty-two, 
neither can Matban, &c. be imagined 
to be Solomon, &c. The Infidels ſup- 
poſe, that the two Evangeliſts, rather 
than the Church ſhould be without 
the Genealogy of its Founder, choſe to 
inyent them; but good Chriſtians, who 
know that both Writers were infallible 
and inſpired, are ready to reject the 
cleareſt Axioms of mere human Sci- 

f F ence, 
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ence, and allow that in ſacred Matters, 
the greater Number may be equal to 
the leſs. Theſe Cavillers alſo de- 
mand, how .thefe Genealogies of Jo- 
ſeph prove, that Jefus was the Son of 
David, when it is avowed that Jo- 
ſeph was not his Father; but they do 
not conſider, that a married Man is 
obliged to father all the Children his 
Wife may produce; and if this An- 
ſwer does not ſatisfy them, they muſt at 
all Events confeſs, that Joſeph was Fa- 
ther- in-Law to jeſus, by being mar- 
ried to his Mother; conſequently Jeſus 
was Son (in-law) to Joeſepb. O. E. D. 
As there is no anſwering for the Per- 
verſeneſs of Men, there may perhaps 
be ſome, whom even this Demonſtra- 
tion will not ſatisfy. To theſe we of- 
fer an Argument diſcovered by the 
truly profound Mr. Paſcal *. He | 
juſtly obſerves, that when two Wit- 

Les ec faiblefſes” les plus apparentes ſont des 0 forces” 
a ceux qui prennent bien les choſes. Par example les 
deux genealogies de St. Mathieu, & de St. Luc, il eſt 


viſible, que cela n'a pas eté fait de concert. 'Foyez 
_ Remargues ſur les Penſets de Paſcal ed. Geneve, 1773. 


neſſes 
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neſſes diſagree in the Circumſtances of 


2 Fact, we ought to believe them ſo 


much the more readily on that Ac- 
count, as it ſhews, that they did not 
contrive the Story in Concert. This 
Remark, it is to be hoped, will like- 
wiſe put an End to the abſurd Cuſtom 
which prevails in our Courts of Juſ- 
tice, of diſcrediting Evidences which 
contradict each other, ſuch Contradic- ' 
tions being in Reality a Mark of Truth, 
6 2 ceux qui prennent bien les choſes.” 


25. It is much to be wiſhed, that 
ſome of our ſpiritual Directors would 
be at the Pains to rectify and adjuſt to 
the Standard of Holy Writ, the many 
Errors and Omiſſions of profane Hit- 
torians. When Chriſt was baptized 
by Jobn, the Heavens were opened, 
and a Voice was heard, declaring his 
divine Origin : Such a Prodigy muſt 
have awakened the Attention of all 
Judea; yet we find the Hiſtorians to- 
- tally ſilent on the Matter. It is ſtrange, 
that the horrid Maſſacre of the Chil- 

1 dren 
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dren by the Command of Herod, 
ſhould be totally unnoticed by Foſe- 
phus, and even by the Evangeliſts 
Mark; Luke, and Fobn, | Matthew 
alone mentions it ; but his Authority 
is ſufficient to juſtify an Interpolation 
into the Text of the others, who are 
defective in that Particular; It is well 
known, with what Succeſs the primi- 
tive Chriſtians began the holy Work 
of interpolating, ſuppreſſing, forging, 
and altering profane Hiſtories ; but as 
we believe their Piety always prevent- 
ed their meddling with the ſacred Text, 
notwithſtanding the Arguments of In- 
fidels, Who attempt to prove the con- 
trary, theſe holy Frauds have been 
found of infinite Service in eſtabliſh- 
ing the Cauſe of Chriftianity. Why 
do we forbear to purſue their great and 
laudable Example? The Modeſty or 
miſtaken Candour of theſe Antients *, 
have allowed them to interpolate no 
more than one Paragraph concerning 
Jeſus into the Text of Joſepbus: 
Joſephus, de Antiq. Jud, lib. xviti, cap. 4. 
6 : Would 


. | 
Would it not ſhew our ſuperior - Zeal, 
and be of infinite Service to Poſterity, 
if ſome Divine of the preſent Age 
would incorporate the whole Narrative 
of Matthew into the fame Text. But, 
alas, the Sneers of our Adverſaries 
have prevailed too much, and good 
Works, like theſe, are now no more! 


26. * About ſeventeen Centuries ago, 
the Sun was darkened, the Moon ceaſed 
to give Light, and the Stars fell from 
Heaven; the Sign of the Son of Man 
was ſeen, the Lord himſelf defcended 
from Heaven with a Shout, the Trum- 
pets of the Archangels were heard, the 
Dead in Chriſt aroſe, St. Paul and 
others of the Elect, who were then 
living, were caught up in the Clouds, 
went to meet the Lord in the Air, and 
have been with him ever ſince, It is 
truly aſtoniſhing, that a Phænomenon 
ſo: awful as the Deſtruction of the Syſ- 
tem of Nature, ſhould have made no 


xiii. 24—3 1. Luke xx." 2533. 1 Thed. iv. 16, 17. 


Inter- 
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Interruption in the State of Nations 
and Affairs at that Time; that all the 
Hiſtorians ſhould omit «to record ſo 
dreadful an Event, nay, that they 
ſhould ſurvive it; and that the primi- 
tive Fathers ſhould forbear to mention 
2 Circumſtance which was ſo well cal- 
culated to eſtabliſh the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and confute all the Arguments 
of the Heathens. When your Lord- 
ſhips ſet about the great Work of rec- 
tifying ancient Hiſtories, you will doubt- 
leſs be careful to inſert an Account of 
this tremendous Occurrence; for Chriſ- 
tians can have no Doubt, but that it 
really happened, ſince it was ſo directly 
foretold both in Time and Circum- 
ſtances, by Chriſt and his Apoſtle 
Paul. 


27. The Oracles of Delphos were 
_ obſcure and capable of various Inter- 
pretations, but the Prophecies of ſa- 
cred Writ are all ſo clear and obvious, 
they ſhine ſo bright by their own na- 


tive Luſtre, that no one has ever pre- 
tended 
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tended” to doubt their divine Origin, 
except thoſe who are unfortunately 
blinded by the too great Suffuſion of 
Light, which the Scriptures ſo conti- 
nually emit. If the Gift of curing 
the Blind be not entirely loſt among the 
Apoſtles of the preſent Day, it muſt be 
Chriſtian Charity to deſcribe the Symp- 
toms of their Diſorder, that your Lord- 
ſhips may attempt the Cure. Theſe 
unfortunate People obſerve, that God 
ſaid to Adam concerning the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil *, « In 
„ the Day that thou eateſt thereof, 
„ thou ſhall ſurely die;“ he tranſ- 
greſſed, and nevertheleſs, lived at leaſt 
eight hundred Vears afterwards. They 
obſerve, that the great evangelical 
Prophet + 1/aiah, could foretel the 
Downfall of Babylon by Cyrus, but 
could not tell the Name of the Meſſiah, 
though his Coming was an Event of 
infinitely greater Conſequence; nay, 
they even charge him with a Blunder, 
if we admit the Opinion, that Chriſt 
Gen. ii. 17. - + Ifaiah xlv. 


Was 


ts! 


was intended by the Names & Maze 
Jpalal-Paſp-bax and Tmmanwuel, ſince he 
was never called by them. But they 
impioufly ſolve this Difficulty, by af- 
firming, that Tjaiah might take the 
Advantage of writing his Prophecy 
concerning Cyrus after the Events took 
place, but could not avail himſelf of 
the ſame pious Cunning in the Affair 
of the Meſſiah. And, in Fact, we are 
m great Want of Evidenee"'to over- 
throw their Suppoſition. © They de- 
mand, if the Prophecies be ſo evident 
and clear, ſo different from thoſe of 
the Heathens, how happened it that 
the whole Fewifh Nation, © together 
with the Angel f Gabriel, ſhould miſ- 
take and ſuppoſe the Kingdom of the 
Meſflah to be temporal; and that it 
#Ftiould not be diſcovered, that His King- 
dom -was not of this World, until his 
Enemies had prevailed and ſent him 
out of it. They aſk, whether thoſe 
infpired Writers who prophefied con- 
cerning Things of no Confequence, as 
» Ifaizh vid, Luke i. 32. 
the 
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the thirty Pieces of Silver, and the caſt- 
ang Lots for his Garments, could nat 
with equal Certainty have predicted the 
more important Circumſtances of his 
Death and Reſurrection ? In ſhort, they 
beg to be ſhewn a fingle Prophecy 
concernin 8 which Divines are agreed, 
and deſire to know why, in the Days 
of Goſpel Light, the great Prophecy 
of John the Divine, ſhould be more 
obſcure and enigmatical, than any which 
was written during the typical and ſha- 
dowy Diſpenſation of Moſes? All 
which abſurd Queſtions your Lordſhips 
will, no doubt, overthrow and expoſe 
in the moſt palpable Manner: 


28. How came it to paſs, ſay the 
Cavillers, that Jeſus, the Son of God, 
ſhould * curſe a Fig-tree for being 
without Fruit in March; was he, by + 
whom the World was made, was he 
ignorant that it was not the Seaſon for 
Figs? They likewiſe demand, whether 
it was by Deſign or Miſtake that he af- 
firmed 7} that Wheat does not produce 

Matt. xxi. 18.—Mark xi. 13, 20. f John. 3. 


4 Jobn xii. 24. 
G Fruit 
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Fruit unleſs it firſt die? If the Scripture 


was not meant to inſtruct Philoſophers, 
yet why ſhould it miſlead them? But 


though theſe Infidels may pleaſe to aſ- 


ſert, that Wheat in our Days 1s go- 
verned by Laws directly contrary to 
theſe, as all Naturaliſts indeed acknow- 


ledge, yet who can affirm that it was 


ſo eighteen hundred Years ago? On 
the contrary, ſince theſe Things are 
recorded in the ſacred Writings, we 
ought to ſubmit and believe that the 
Syſtem of Nature is changed from what 
it was in ancient Times. This Event 
probably came to paſs when the Sun 
was darkened, and the Stars fell from 
Heaven, as mentioned in a former 
* Queſtion. 


29. Your Lordſhips no Doubt will 


readily ſettle the myſterious Diſagree- 
ment between John the Baptiſt and 
Feſus Chriſt. + John being aſked if he 
was Elias, anſwered I am not; but 
FJeſus ] affirms the contrary. As few 


* Qu. 26, + Johni. 21. + Matt. xi. 14. 
even 


E 
even of Chriſtians have Faith enough 
to believe that John was and was not 
Elias at the ſame Time, a Word or 
two of Explanation would afford them 
infinite Satisfaction. Commentators in 
Divinity, can do Miracles in the Way of 
explaining ; but unfortunately for us, 
all other Miracles have long ceaſed, - 
though at no Time ſo much wanted as 
at preſent. 


30. Out of forty Goſpels we receive 
four as canonical: the reſt are the 
fruitful Produce of that Spirit of For- 
gery, which the Chriſtian World has 
always been celebrated for. Their Piety 
was indefatigable in burning the Books 
of the Heretics, and the ſame Piety was 
not ſparing in furniſhing apocryphal 
Books. It is for the Salvation of Man- 
kind that Chriſtianity ſhould prevail; 
and how can its Propagation be ad- 
vanced, and its Dominion confirmed, 
more than by preventing the Argus 
ments againſt it from being expoſed to 
View ?: Some may indeed pretend, that 
this Mode of proceeding is tyrannical, 

1 G 2 and 


and deſtructive of the Rights of Man- 
kind; but we inſiſt that it is zealoys 
and politic, How can a Man be ſaid 
to be injured, even it we allow that he 
is cheated, fince he is cheated into Sal- 
vation, though perhaps againſt his Will ? 
Yet it will be doing a ſingular Service to 
weaker Chriſtians, if your Lordſhips will 
point out by what particular Emanation 
of the Holy Spirit, the Church was ena- 
bled to ſelect the Divine, out of ſuch a 
Number of Apocryphal Writings, The. 
Infidels ſay, that Time has obliterated 
the primitive Diſputes on this Subject, 
and that the Sanction of Cuſtom has 
confirmed the Authority of the Four 
Goſpels ; which, ſo far from external 
and hiſtorical, have not even the inter- 
nal Evidence of Truth. They obſerve, 
that the Goſpel of Mark, though evi- 
dently an Abridgment of that of Mat- 
thew, yet differs from it in many ma- 
terial Particulars ; that the grand Cir- 
cumſtance of the Conſpiracy by which 
Chriſt Joſt his Life, is told differently 
and diſcordantly by all the four: They 
expreſs the higheſt Aſtoniſhment, that 

the 
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the ſending of Te/us to Herod by Pi- 
late, ſhould be related by Luke, and 
that the other three Evangeliſts ſhould 
not only omit that Occurrence, but re- 
late the Proceedings in this Affair, ſo as 
entirely to exclude the Poſſi bility of its 
Inſertion. They think it impoſſible 
that an Earthquake ſhould rend Rocks, 
and that many Saints ſhould ariſe from 
the Dead, and go into the holy City, as 
Mathew relates; and yet that theſe 
Events ſhould not only have eſcaped 
contemporary Hiſtorians, but even the 
other three Evangeliſts. And to this 
they add, that it is particularly ſtrange 
and amazing, that John, who * was pre- 
ſent at the Crucifixion, ſhould not only 
forbear to mention any one of the ter- 
rible Appearances recorded in Matthew 
on that Occaſion, but that even the 
Darkneſs of three Hours Duration, 
which muſt have made the moſt laſting 
Impreſſion on every Individual in Ju- 
deu, ſhould alſo be by him totally un- 
noticed. 


® John xix. 26, 35. eg 
31. The 
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30. The Malevolence and Incredu- 
lity of our Adverſaries, are viſible in 
nothing ſo much as the Criticiſms they 
make on the Reſurrection. They com- 
plain, that this moſt miraculous and 
important Event, inſtead of poſſeſſing 
that extraordinary and uncommonly 
clear Evidence, which its incredible 
Nature requires, bears on the contrary 
every Mark of a Forgery. Inſtead of 
Chri//'s re-appearing to all the World, 
that the World might believe, he is 
ſaid to have appeared to his Diſciples, 
who were the only Men on Earth 
whoſe Evidence could be exceptionable 
in the Caſe; Men who already engaged 
in the Attempt of forming a Sect or 
Party, could by no Means be diſinter- 
= eſted in their Report; the only Men 
1 who could be ſuſpected of Forgery in 
l the preſent Inſtance. Theſe are the 
Men, ſay they, who were to preach 
Jeſus Chrift to the World, and to find 
þ Arguments to ſupport the Fact, which 
Chriſt might have uncontrovertibly 
| eſtabliſhed by appearing again in pub- 
[ lic. But the Generation was unworthy 
| f | 2 of 


—  — —  — — ů ů˙ ůæ ͤ— —— — 


n 


of that Condeſcenſion, we reply — 
which they wickedly paraphraſe thus, 
God who deſireth not the Death of 
« a Sinner left them in their Sins, that 
« they might die God who ſpared 
e not his beloved Son, but gave him 
« to. the Bitterneſs of Death, that Sin- 
« ers might be ſaved, choſe, neverthe- 
& leſs, to w. all Mankind of the 
« proper Evidence of the Reſurrection, 
ce becauſe the Jews of that Age were 
« Sinners!” Mercy is the Character of 
the firſt Act, but how ſhall we charac- 
terize the latter? Is the God of the 
Chriſtians inconſiſtent with himſelf? 
Did this great and merciful Being act 
thus? Did he inſpire four Men to write 
* Accounts of the Reſurrection, which 
diſagree with each other in almoſt every 
Circumſtance? Does his divine Truth 
bear the Reſemblance of Forgery and 
Invention, that we may ſhew our Faith 
and Reliance on Him, by making a 
Sacrifice of our Reaſon; and believing 
by an Act, not of the Underſtanding, 
but of the Will? But why, O thou ſu- 


See the concluding Chapters of the Four Evangeliſts. 
preme 
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preme Governor! why haſt thou given 
us Reaſon, if Reaſon be the accurſed 


Thing which we ought to caſt from us? 
Or rather, is not Reaſon the firſt and 


only Revelation from thee; and are 


not thoſe Enthufiafts accurſed, who, 


promulgating vile Syſtems unworthy 


of thee, find their baſe Purpoſes are 
not to be accompliſhed ll tliey by 


Gt deprived us of thy belt Gift? 


* +3 
— Theſe, my Lats; are the Reflecti- 
ons of Infidels; Reflections which our 
truly Chriſtian Zeal and Deteſtation 
would have prevented us from repeat- 
ing, if we had not been ſupported by 
a pleaſing Anticipation of the glorious 
and ſ. atis factory Manner, in which they 


will be overthrown by TR nn. 
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